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WISIIIIIG ALL THE J.IEl.!BffiS OF THE 

BROTIIERIJOOD OF HAPPY HOORS AT HOME 

AlID ovms&s A Vl!llY JOLLY CHRISTMAS 

A.11D PROSPEROUS l1El7 YEAR 

EBTmING THE TE!fTH YEl!R1 Cnce again a volur.ie ends - the ninth -
and again t here ' e progress t o report.. Qui te a number of new 
friend s hn:.re j oined us, and happily, not one bas bee n lost by 
dea t h. 

The hig h- light of the year uas, of course, our century number. 
To the end of my days I shall never forget opening a completed 
copy and seeing fQtJ.r pages I had no t the slig h t ost id e a would be 
t here . What a pleasari t surpris e f or me , and n kindly gesture on 
the par t of t hose who bad oornpilo d th em. 

Anot her happy i ncident was the net7s that the C. D. bad found 
its wq into the British Elubansy i n Tok,yo, and that it was intro-
duced there by Johnny Bull. You' ll s ee more .:1,bout that on anoth e r 
page of t his issue. Verily, t he littl e mag. does t rav el, you 
know. 

There are readers in all but t hree of the .English counti e s, in 
north and south 17al e s , Scotland, Nort hor n Ireland, Eire and the 
Channel I sles . 

Down to Redruth in Cor nwall it goes to George Grainger , with 
wholll I have cor respo nded longes t ; and t o Ale o l!atheaon, a mile 
or WO away from John 0 ' Groates . 

Each month copies sot out to Spain and Germany, and reade r s 
l ook eage r ly f or ito coming in Canada, th e U. S. A. , l.lletra.lia , Net, 
Zeal and, Tasmania , South Africa , British Efi.st la.frica, Ceylon , Iceland 
and Br nzil . 
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!lot a bad r eco 1·d to r a lit t le magazin e which aterted i n ,..o h 

a mod(HJt we:, ju st nin e yoara Nf<>• There muat be eomethin g out 
of t he como n in t hio hobby or ours . 

The quest i on - Wher e next? 

* * * * * * * 
A FI!lt.1 WORD, The 1.l.nnua1 1 is neu l y r end,rl When this isau o hao 
boen disp atc hed, I shal l be gettin g d0'1!1 t o t ho fini shing touohe s -
addroee ing tho env ol opos, oheof'..ing tho llio ' e Uho and Jack Wood' e 
artic l e , and round ing up t hose -;;ho havo not a<>tu a ll 7 ord or ed , Thor o 
aro about forty of these at the moment, cie.inl y r egulars 'O'hom I can 
reol l y toke for gr nntod . I should feel or.aio r in mind, though , 
if t hey woul d just drop mo o. line SAying, 1Yoo, suro.11 

You' ll ace the bill of fare ols011hor c , And, here l et mo say 
if anyone can get a quut in t o ,._ p in t pot its suro l y tho Yori< 
DJplicating Ser vi c es . You'll agr ee when you see it . 

Yours ei ncorol y , 

IIBRB!llT LECWIBY. 
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THE FIRST CHRIS T"LL',S DOUBLE NUMBER OF 
T!:h ' BOYS REJu.Jd' 

By Herbe rt Lecken by 

The first Chriatmo.e Doubl e Humber of th e I Boys Re alm ' was 
da t ed December 6th, 1902, ThO\Jtlh t ha t was 50 years ego I co.n sti ll 
r emember trehig t hrill I go t when its go r geous c ol ou red cover met my 
g.tJ.z e on th e ne:-rne.gents counter . HO'i; happy were we boys of th o 
peri od "r!hen we hr.d, at l as t , those h ropennycop:ies in our hands a.ftcr 
~eeks of eage r M t ic i pat i on . l!o boy of to-day could ge t a gr eate r 
thril l ui th balf - ,!'1,-dozen of tho .Annuals i n hi s poss essi on . To us 
-;:·ho a.re nearing th e nllot ~d spnn those wer e th e good old day s so 
f ar ns our r '3.!ding mci. t t er VtA.s conc ern ed . 

The arti stic co ver in chocolate, red an d b l ue sh~"IOd e boy 
skAti ng tor,ards c breRk in th e ico, vlith l'.nother you t h in the back - . 
grotu1d shou tin g n -rtarning . The a.r t is i , according t o tiny ini ti nls 
in !'. c orn er , i;;oul d fl.ppcer t o h.. ... vc been 1 G. P. 1 init ia ls unkn O\m to 
r.;e. 

The cover enclosed k: en ty-oi ght l arge pngcs packed rti th r ea di ng 
matt e r. . Y'irat CtUr.e th e st ar t of "?lela on Leo ' s Rival' , whic h I be
li eve ;:ms tho second e orinl co nc erning lla xr,c ll Sc0tt 1 s most fnrnoua 
de t ectiv e . It wns n tyi:ii c nl Scott yarn oonc orn in g VASt cst~to e , 
M d tho l'.t temp ts to pr 0vent the r igh tful heir su c coedi ng to thom . 
Nels on Lee won t hro ugh in th e end , of co urs e , nnd 't"li thout tho 
nss ist Mco of Nipper , fo r si x mon t hs \7ere t o pess bof or e th et 
11mis sing heir" cerno on t he scene . "Hels on Loo ' s Rival II r.as 
illu strnted by Fr ed .Bennett an n.rtist I n ever \?el corood uhc r e nelson 
Lee stories v1ero concen1cd: . 

-Othor s orin.ls r;ere "Hn.rry t ho Horseman " a. f i ne cir cu s yc"..rn by 
Henry St . J ohn, and i l lu str n.t cd by J . J~bney CWini.."lgs; " The Bully 
of St . Si meona " said to be 11By r. lrou J..uthor" uho sor.io of us be 
lieved t','na "!!ex Hnmilton 11

, other.ti. so Ci cely Hamil t on , arti s t 
T. :;. Holme s; "The Poril of th o Pacifi c", by Robert Lei ghton , 
il lus tr ated by R. J . Macdonald , end th e concluding cha pt ers of 11T'no 
Jun gle Ki na" by [ii"illi am Murr a..v Grp.ydon. 

The long compl e te stories wero "fu o Christ mas Days" by AllM 
Blai r, and "The Cru is e of the Bunt er Street Pirn t ea " by Captain 
Shand . The r e was qui t e a l ot of I Bunte r I in th is story for t he 
hero t:"as Dick Bunt er \"~ho liv ed in Bunter Street rli.th Bunter ' s Dock 
at t he back . Dick was a very different Bunte: t o tho l ata:- r!illior.i 
f ~ r ge . R. J . Macdonald illustrete '! this yarn and i ... H. Cl_¥ke the 



one by Allan Blair . 
There .l'as also a abort complete sto rJ concerning Captain 

Handyman , st ories abou t nhom ran for a year. Captain Shand P.as 
th e author and R. J . Macdonald the artist . 

Another short complete r.as "CUr Chr istmas R.ighwEcyD1an" by 
Gilbe rt Floyd which had a picture by T. W. Holmes showi ng a lady 
be in g attacked by a tr amp 1rl t h echoolboys running t o the r e scue. 
A f amili ar touch about that one . 

That uas t he end of the fi ction t unl ess "Sea Ghost s and Phantom 
Shi ps" could be styled so . It r.as contribute d by the versatile 
Cap to.in Sha."ld., v.'hom Hamil ton Fd:1e.rds declared ....-no a real old sea ~ og . 

Thero 71ere ot her seasonable articles including 11Parl our 
Ath l e t ics for Christmas 11

, a page of drauinga by R. J . &cdonn l d.. 
This artist still at it to ---0.ey , me ms to hava been quite busy ove r 
fifty years ago, and hi e f isure s look very much the same etill . 

There 'i7as "A. Chri s t mas Gr eeting " on the ed.i to r• s chat page in 
Hamilton Ed't7ards' own handuri ti ng. It concluded " Tha Golden Time 

• of Youth is r1itb us but once only so enjoy it to t he tu.11." 
True, of course , an d clean grand ol d pa,e r a like the 11Boya 

Rer..lm11 helped a. l ot . And maybe when roun d a.bout Yule - tide fifty 
year s on fie ct111 tur n their pa ges once age.in and for c fl eeting 
moment rec apture that lost youth . 

*************** ........ ************************************* .... ***"***** 
Can t.nyone hel p me pl ease? ~ r 11Silver J acket 11 Nos. 1 t o 
8 and 13 ormards . 1/ - ea ch offered for good copies. LEON/Jl]) 
FACKJ.!,IN, 27 ARCED/J,E RO/.D, EAST DU1\-7ICH1 LOllDON, s. E. 22. 

WANTED, "Knock-Out Co!Dic" (rrith Billy Bunte r and Sexton 
Bl a.'ce ) . ••"'-Y issues prio r to 1955 ( i . e . 1954 o r ear li er ). Sin gle 
copies or "runs" welcomed . LIDITARD P1..CKl.Ull, 27 J.RCHDALE ROA.D, 
EaST WLWICH, LOl:Dcm, S. E. 22. 

FOR S/J,E1 Vol. of Gems for 1936 ( contains early l.fa;;net st or ies) 
price £4. 4s . 1 .iae,,et "Stecey" series (12) 36/ - , "Wat er Lily" 
series (8) 14/ - all mi nt . Coll ecto r s • Diges ts, Nos. 68, 71, 76 , 
78 , 79, Bo, 82, 86 to 93 , 95 , 97 and 99, 1/ - each or 15/ - the l ot . 
_!'.~. ~ STJ!:81 1 CROSBY P.0.1!.ll 50i.J!'!!.t_LIVERPO£!,,_~---- -~-
l"Alfl'ZD Afl] FOR SALE, 3d . Boys Friend Lib rar y end Cha:npion Libr ary. 
Boys Q-:n Lib rN"Y - rrantcd i;os. 32, 37, 39, 60 and 86. Britons Om, 

~ibnry - 11anted Noa. 2, 10, 1~, 12. H.C.li.il_~cX~t, 22J~;EDOWN . ~D., 



Conducted by JOSEPHiliE PACI<l!AN 
27 , i.rchdale Rood , E:ast llu l<,ich , London , S.E.22 . 

With th is issue the year will fast be coming to a close , so 
I would like to t ake this opportunity of thankini; al l those t7ho 
have kindly helped to keep Blakiane ' a fleg flying with their 
contributions . I also agai n thank those who ba.ve ';ll'it t en to mo 
in appreciat i on of my ~m li tt l e effort s i n producing Bl ak ian a . 
It would , however , make me much hap pi er if those good peop l e v,ould 
send me a shor t article nor! and again , th us helping out the feu -
ITT thout uhom Blakin.nn could not co ntinu e . 

'ii<> gi ve the new year a good start off, Janu e ry issue ui ll 
contai n th e conclusion of \falter Webb's article on Gordon Shm1 
nnd th e firs t pe..r t of en exc ellent four-Par t contribution by U. H. 
Goodbend 1 entitled "The Best p.nd th e \lorst" . 

T::lJ: S.B. Circ l e's feature in thi s year' a C. D. Annua l contains 
some thin g to suit all tas t es, and I feel sure that when you hp.ve 
read th e 24 large pages you ~,i l l agree ui th me i t is one of their 
best effo rts - to my mind t he beat . L'l Cidentnl.ly, tho manuscrip t 
nrti cle e uere typed out and prepared for tho llgency by Len g-hilst 
he was very i ll, for as he said, "We cannot l et our supporters and 
reade r s down" . 

Final l y, I wish you al l a ve r y happy Chr i stmas and a Prosperou s 
ond lieal thy New Year. 

J OSIE PACKlill!. 

EXPEllIEIICES OF A S2XT011 llLioKE VIRITEP. 

by 1'ial ter Webb 

PART TWO 

..'..,mong st th e less pl easant of the aut hor • s e:xperience s was 
what he ref er s to as his "batching" days . l ~t that time l7es t ern 
Canada suf f ered from a dearth of women and marriageable girls , and 
extremely few came alon g to relieve the poor, lonely , overrrorked 
\7estern ba chelor farmer , t housands of rrhom were badly ha.mpor cd 
by their own housekeeping cares. li'orkin g fourteen hours a dey , 
t he unfortunate bache l or farmer di d his oon cooking , th e \7hile 
be longed fo r a t1oman to ap pear, and such ur.s his sta t e of mind 
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t hat after a few years he would marry MY woman who would have him. 
The author knet1 one - a renlly decent fe ll ou and on Engli shman 
who, after several years of a bachelor ' s life , gre,;, more and mor e 
depressed., until , following an attack of melancholia, he wru. found 
dead in bed with n bottle of morphine at his side . 

fli th the coming of spring the e.uthor looked around fo r his 
no.It summer' s employment , Md nae put into comnunication with an 
t..merican who had large lend interest in Sa.ska.tchewen, e..'ld so , having 
tr.a yeal"s experience , he decided to start ferrnin g on his oon account . 
Leaving Manitoba , young Sha~ went out to the ngr1er West, but during 
the journey struck Prince J~bert , one of the olde st tom1s in that 
terri t ory end ther e lost all int orest in the f arme r ' s lifo . Hit her 
to he had experienc ed nothing but herd l.'ork, amidst essentially 
British surroundings , but bor e at Prince i.Jbert all rrtts different . 
riere t1aa CanP.de. as he had a.J:weys boyishly pict ured it . Situated 
in tbe bJ sh, the PJltbo r a au Ind.inns for the first ti me, and mounted 
pol i cemen , alao men returning from the 'n.'Oods rrith th e spoi l s of 
their tr ap s , and uith furs galore . 

Lumbering not being carri ed out in the summer, young Shr.t1 
dooided to go in for rail-roading. The Canadian Northern Rp.ilv;ay 
'ires buildin g its trnns-Continent.!.l line Ell.most through the district 
at th at tiI!le, so the author, after a long tramp, ':7ith his bundle on 
bis beck, r.pplied f or wor k. The result was th at he 'i'IP.S o ffered n 
job at thirty - five dollars (£7) a month end bosrd to scoop up the 
earth at the side of th e "right-of ~ey 11 , with l.'. great scrape r, or 
slusher , dr ag it in tom,rdo the middle of the long line of cl esring 
that m:l'..rked th e r oute of the now r e.iluA.Y, and dump it, so building 
tho grade on t'lhich the track uas to be lAid. He found the »'Ork 
herd, but int erest ing, clean and healthy, end the coore r e.il - roa.ding 
he did, the better he lik ed it, for by this time be r-1as hardened to 
rou gh work Md living and had th e muscles to tac kle the hardest 
task. 

All the summer young Sharr and the other members of the outfit 
progressed m. th t he \70rk of gradin g , rork which the autho r recalls , 
was the healthiest for him and mado him as lean ae a wol f , but aa 
hard as nails. When, in t ho thunderous month of June, the rain 
ca.me dorm in a perfect deluge, dronching him end th e othe r. members 
of t he outfit th='ough in e moment, they ign ored their wet c l o t hes , 
let them dry on their akin, an<i not one of t hem came to tho 
slig htes t harm. r,'hen, on occasions, ho had t o trnlll' damp clothing 
for a.a l ong as a fortni ght the 81.lthor never once took cold , \7bicb 
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be Attributes to the fact of breathin g in the o.ir of tho open , 
healthy opacea, instead of the germ-infested o.tmospher o of our 
crN!lped and sooty towns . 

With th o fall , when frost mi,de it impossible for tho ,rork t o 
bo progressed rti. th , t ho outfit TI'39 disbanded end sen t to Prince 
Albor t . Having tastod th e delightflllly free life of tho man .,ho 
roughs it in the tru e so na e of the \"K>rd, young Shav \7a.8 dete r min ed 
t o go lumberin g , and al thou&h knoriing \7011 enoug h tha t ho ,roul d 
once ngp.in bo .:i g:roonhorn the urgo to l oa.rn nC\"t th i ngs had become 
an obses si on . The di str.nco t o tho l umber comp tnis forty mil os, 
and this th e lumbermen r,alked in a day , travelling for the most 
par t on bush-tr a ils, :,:ll.king in sin gle fil a and rarely speaking a 
word . <me t hing th e author observed end that <1as that they kep t 
t o th o s ame r ul e in tt:.e lumbar co.mp as in the r ail road camp r,i th 
r egard t o th e separc\tio n of the ''TI'hit e 11 r.ian o.nd foreigner . The 
' 'Whi te 11 oen ,1ore Br i tisbers , Cr.nadians , l:nericana and French 
Conedians . The foreignors wore thos e t'Jho hailed from almost 
eve ry quarter of t ho globe, and t1cro kep t to their otm bunk.house . .: 

The :' oll or.i ng morn ing tho au th or and his companions were all 
engaged to tc.ke thei r pl aces in th e gang , and Shart , being groan , 
t'iCS put on as a. 11M.;ampor 11

, ot twenty-five dollars (£5 ) a. month , 
and board . Tho job of the "sr;e,mpor'1, \7ho, incidentclly , t'IOS the 
loaet importnnt mombcr of tho camp , r,as to cut a~ay r.11 impeding 
undorgro,,th nnd trees of lJ!lal l or grOIVth bot11eon tho no,,ly-folled 
l oge and th o mnin tr aila , or the skidway s , and, i .n this occupa tion 
t ho , .uthor 11ns kept bard at it throughout th o ,. in t er . Tho hours 
of t1ork -..er e very early, G'l"OT/i.ng earlior still rs.s nintor advanced , 
ond suspend e d 11.e soon a& dn.rkness foll . Cno ndvsn t r.ge was th at 
th o weather hardly ever pr evented their work , for i t did not mat t er 
t"1hot so r t of blizzar d was howling outside on the plai ns . In the 
shelter of th o bush all the intimation they had of the storm r,a s 
t he moaning in the tree-to ps, or th e so ftly - f alling sno,,. Also , 
th e r e bei ng hardly any mnd they wer e bett er able to bear the cold, 
even though tho t emperature on occosiono fel l to fifty-f our degrees 
below zero . Long b ef ore sp r in g co.me alon g, thoir cut having been 
finished , th e aut hor and the ma.Jori ty of tho men 11ore paid off end 
sent t o tr,on , the author bein g ri c her b:, ei ght y dollars (06) in 
hi a pocket . 

Ravin g sa ved a t i dy lit t l e sum, the l'lrite r, '\"1ith another 
S\.L'Dfller 1 s wor k to look for, deterrnin od to ge t back to Manit oba • 
• 'lrri V,!ld i n l'iinnipeg 1 he and e fr iend la.zed around Portage l e Prairie 
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in search of wor k. Follov, i ng an interview wi th the foremen of th e 
eection of the C.N. R. that r8Jl through Portage , the y were engaged as 
"sectio n~en" (pla telay ers) . Of the l abours and tribulations of 
t he section-man, tha author 1 s reco ll ections are, if not altoge t he r 
happy , ve r y lively indeed . Unli ke sn English railwa3, who employ 
a gang of pl ate l e.yers to l ook after .?. mile or so of tr ack, out Vlest -
at that particular time at any rate - three men bad to survey every 
ten mile of t r ack, end tmen the work became too heavy for such a 
snn.11 number extra men were employed. Shnw was ono of tb11 extra 
men, The rate of pay was one dollar and forty cento (5/9d , ) a dllo' 
of ten hours . 

A lot of the accidents on the Canadian railroads at that time 
uere caused by the vi olent Chclllgea in the weather , but it was the 
unfortunate section -man who go t the bl ame, and th e author recal l s 
an accident to a fr eight tr ain right on the section in whi ch he -oas 
working at th e time. They had t o travel the leng th of the sect i on 
i n a lever - pumped hand-car periociical l y to make sure that no defec t 
had been overlooked, but despite this, i ntense heat, which bad caused 
the rails to expand at one poi nt, resulted in e de r ailme nt of t he 
train, and. it v:as only af t er a t1hole d,.y• e kil li ng l!'.bour that i t 
would be got back on the rails again , /.].though a sun-kink had 
causod t he accidcn t th a ble.me uas laid on young Shai1 and the res t 
of the sect i on-gang . 

After three weeks of this l'/Ork came the news t ha t a surfacing 
gang wa3 being made up to finish a bran ch line that had been l:,uil t 
the previous sunrner ,may north of them . Every available man r.-ae 
taken on, ar.d working in the densest bushland all the time, the 
au t hor has ple a sant recollections of the time he spent he r e nnd 
admits that it 'was his Otin fault tho.the did not take his V.'Or k more 
seriously, for, had be done so , ther e would have been a lining 
foreman's be r th fo r him the following year, wit h, maybe, an over 
seer's later; after uhicb nould have come the post of road.master , 
followed by superintende!'lt of the line, \7i th a salary running int o 
'thousands E'. year . But r.lthough ettempts ,;;,ere made to pe r suade him 
to take up such a career, young Shew turned them aside, for ha had 

the lust for seeing fresh thing s nnd th e idaa of taking up regular 
v,ork r.as not to his tnst e p.t all . Hi>.d it been oth€rwise the talcs 
of Janssen the !;!oonslr.yer uoul~ not, of course, have be en wri t ton, 
Md f./O ol d Sexton Bl i:\ke enthusiR.ots uould not hr.ve bee n permitted 
those lively , like nblc tal~s of t he fncoue sleuth the author in tho 
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neP.r fu t ur e uas to \,Ti te fo r our entertai nment. 
HaVi.ng thrown away th e chance of a rosy future, the author, 

the task of surfa.eing fifty miles of t r ack boing finished , joined 
up with a threshing outfit . Thr e o f.'eeke later he \7a.S off again 
in search of f r osh f ields . Aft er part of a. seaso n lumbe ring again, 
Shaw t r ave ll ed a.bout fo r somo t ime, arriving eventuall y at a par t 
of t he River Saskatcheuan, west of Saskatoon , r,he r o they were 
bui l ding one of the biggest bridges in t he country . J'.s a br idge
bui l der, Sh.:m fotmd his tt1.sk a very cold t1J'ld uncomfortable one . 
Hi s wor k wns of tho humbl e st - to shove fln t cars along the top of 
the pile brid ge t o t he pi ers, l oo.ded with an nsso r trnont of ingredi 
ents , Md dump them . 

The a.utbor finished t he t'linte r thore, and then, more from 
cur i os it y than ?..nythin g else, took train for Medicine Hat, Alberta, 
where he lo oke d nround for n ranch on which to t ry his hand at 
ptmching cattle .. Having got placed on on e , the author fou nd him-
self in for a l ot mor e farm - labourill8' . That fall he he lped in a 
round -u p , wilich served t o bring home t o him with full force that 
even nfter f iv e years or oo i n the count r y he was still lareentably 
green . Like a cowboy of the present day .Ar.lc r ican fill':l, S'aaw, miong 
other s, scoured the plains, rou.."lding up every be ?.st ho saw ro amin g 
about the unfenced l and and bringing it up to the ever-grot".:i.ng herd 
collected at the spot nhich had been arranged upon . At the end 
of the round - up they uere paid off , o.nd the nuthor, r;ho had no 
p~ticular desire to spend the wi nt er on tho p r ai ri es after having 
spent t ho s ~.me soason in the s he l ter of the bush , struck the trail 
P.ga,in . 

****************** 
!!ORE BiJJBLIN GS OF BARDELL 

by '/ictor Colby 

"Go on! Go on! " Mrs . Bardell urd'ed Tinker. 11He I s a prince 
tell you . You can ' t keep 'im proppin ' up the door l ike ' e r,ae 

o man from the Food Oasif . It says there ' Prince Jonah ' . Tha t 
means 'is father ' s a kin g or somethink . You can ' t keep kings 
wait i ng - t hey' 11 chop us heads off! " 

Tinker grinne d. "Uo t these da.:,s old dear . Arryway hi s f ath er 
isn't a king .. If he ' a anything , he ' d be a maha.rojclt . 11 

"Wel l tha t 1 3 worse . I never did like the sound of them 
maobajarn.bs . Alr1ays cu t ting peoples t hroe ts and things, lik e I1 vo 
seen them on the pictures . Tyin I snM c e around their necks end 
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stickin' tovve r s in their ' air. " 
(S.ll.L. 3rd series 207 "The Riddle of the Pri nc e ' s Sto ogo ") 

Motherly and solicitous , respectful yet with 3 dignified 
independ ance r1hich could be almoot w.i. theri_na, lirs . Bardell va.a the 
High Pricatees in a temple of comfort . Sbe wae not only a house
keeper but a homemaker. Hera waa the power not merel y of orderi.Jla 
a househo l d , but of ohoddin g upon it that i ntangi blo Gtmospher e 
which i o the magic of home. Unl"1ervingly loyal to lllako and 
Tinker, sh o wuld no more have neglected them than reduco her mm 
circumference . Yet t bore t1or o se2tll trials and ci.nor dia trcss os 
\7bich n0<1 ,nd thon ruffled hor plocid tor:,per . A long stMding 
foud bomoon her logs and tho stairs leading to th o consulting 
r oom brought hor of ton into tho doom~ es sho r.as n0":7, broc.thleas 
and a littl• irr i tc blo . 

"Up an' dcr.m - up an 1 do:m l " aho l!lUttered, 11! gets the fair 
' W'lP of it . 11 

Tinker smilod . 
"Yea, DljT boy, you ' d larf on the other aido of your I c ad if you 

had bollico~c veins end r.a.s expected to 1op up and dom1 like e 
mountllin goat ! " 

11Tbe Ck":.st c r ie in the laboratory", i:'inker said . 
"So I can smol l 11

, she said uith a sniff . 
••Do you want hi m?" Tinker o.eked. 
11No11

, sa i d the old lady a little perversely , "but th ere t s c.n 
ind.i vidual dormst aira mto does . 11 

"l' 11 pop in Md tell him" , Tinke r soid . 
"You'd bot t er ", ea.id the old lady , "you don ' t go of f unconshue 

eo caoy ns I do. " 

(U. Jack llo. 891 "Tho Caso of th o Paralysed lian" . ) 

"lt 'a tr.at 'usbn.nd of me couoin bean at it agai."l air , and hor 
come hero t o r.sk if nothing couldn 't b9 dono , He loaoe his jo b 
along of thi s comproasion, end took t o whisky sirnult anoous and 
1 o' s drinking ' om out of bouse and home. 11 

(s . B. L. 2nd aeri e s 400 "The Socrot of th o_ Loc=:.: k..:;....".L)- - ~ 
COF.RECTION, Tho erticle on th o Bo;y• o Reolm (Pt?ll" 352) was 
\7!"it~r lnst yon.r's Dccocbor .numl:>cr and hold over , '!he rofer
enoe t o R. J . liacdonald sl i pped through until t oo lnte t o correct 
it . - --- - ----- · H. b_ _____ _ 
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}JF)JJ)JlJOf) JF)J)F) 
Comp iled by l!Il!BERT LECKEITTlY 

Last mont h I told you how t hose C. D' s had boen l o ft at tho 
British Dobassy, Tokyo, by none othor th?.Jt one Johnny Bul l, v,her c 
tb oy had passed into tho hands of Ur. Leslie R®loy . Well, 
naturally , that i ntrigued mo immens el y so I sent off P.n air lot t er 
to Mr. Rot7ley .. Ten days la.tor I rccci vcd an ox tromcly int erestin g 
re pl y . Herc it is,-

Dear Herb e rt Leckenby, 

Bri tiab filnbessy, Tokyo , JP.pM . 
16th J(ovornbor , 1955. 

It rrns most kind of you to Vlrito r.ic and I hope thnt you 
will not mind this r eply t o you being in typesc r ipt a.s I i ntend 
sanding .Bon Whit e r A copy So that he t oo mny lcR.rn t ho l e.t e s t 
chapter in t ho ' John ny Bull ' s t or y. 

I have r eceived a letter fror.i Johnny which r eads in part : 
"• • • The Col lectors Di gest came in t o my possession when 

visi t ed one of the Army Camps near Tokyo . I had taken 
al ong some reading mate r ial for some of th e lads one of 
Tlhich 1r,as a Quartermaster Ser geant with a figure rivn ll ing 
t hat of Billy Bunter . This SQMS told me that dt,xing his 
schooldays hi s g irth hn.d ea.med him many nick-names one of 
which was BW1ter and remembered th a t at the ti me he fol t 
very self conscious about i t as he uas E'Jt avid read er of 
th e ' Uagne t 1 • One t hing let t o ano t her and nfter on in -
terestin g evening tal kin g about the ' old schoo l', he hande d 
me some copies of the Col lec tors Digast . Theee were th e 
ones I passed on to you . The na m.e of the SQ.MS escapes me 
at t his moment , but shou l d it come to mind I will write you 
again , 

11Ae you yourself realise , collecting book s or 
magazines is ver y di fficu l t iihen one is leading a nomadic 
ex istenc e a."ld for this r eason al one I ha ve not yet auc
cumbe<l to the spel l of ga th ering to myself copies of t he 
old papers u-hic h gave me such joy in my younger days . a •• 11 

Al though Joh nny 's l etter doos not take us rmich :f'Jr t he r, 
~ hope his explanation i s of some _;in,=t"'cr<ece.;s,ct:.._ _________ _ _ 



In the ear l y days of my present stay i n Tokyo I was 
brcmsing throU8h a book shop in the Japanese equ i va l en t of 
Che.ri ng Cross Road Q.."ld came across a copy of the Holiday Annual 
for 1927. This, of course , I iD1Dedi ately 'bagged '. From the 
i nsc ri pt ion on the fly l e:u' it was obviously a pr e sent fr om s fo nd 
Japanese par ont to his son . Just goes to sher. h~, widely r e ad 
the old book v;as . 

Thank you very much again fo r your letter . 
Yours very si nce r ely, 

LES ROWLEY. 

Well , I ' ve had some in t ere sting lottors since I ste.rtod the 
C.D. Md this r anks with the best of them. Ee ! I would liko t o 
knor; who that S. Q. M. S. wss . Be reminds me of tha t iaili t ar:, 
policeman I met during the ue.r mlo t hought such!'. l o t of D' Arcy . 

And that ' s a deli ghtful bit about the l!olida:, /.nnual end the 
Jepeneso pp.rent, too . 

I em p1oasod t o sa::r, also , that the C. D. 17ill be going out to 
Tokyo regular l y from nor, on, and an J.nnual will soo n be on i t :J 
way . 

************ 
In Raymond Glon donning ' s Book of Sports f or Boys , there ' s n o 

less than four F:r-81"'.Jc Richards "Felgeto 11 stories. In ono Felg e.te 
pl a:,e Gr ey f r iars et cr icket . 

It scorns Falge.to is in ..Hertfordshi r e. That will ansr1er 

G. A. 's quer y l a st month . ************ 
llow for two seasonab l e r eviews of stories of yesteryear: 

DO YOO RE:l!EMB!ll? By Roge r u. Jenkins . 

!lo. 14 - lle.gne ts 1191 - 1194 - The Cavandale Abbe y Scriee . 

Christmas v,ith ou t 13unter wuld have been unthinkab l e in 
Magnet de.ya, f or as well as the seasonable f a ll of sn o~ and the 
Yulet i de m:,eter:, t here al wa:,e had t o be t he °'71 of the Ro:nove 
ta ggin g hire el f on t o the party, pa tr onising hi s host and keeping 
the servants in tboir place in his 0\7n inimitable manner . li.nd, 
strangely enough , th e renders l iked it this 'wtJ3• Bunter, whoso 
in+ :::::,i ons into all th o t erm- timo M88J1.ct stories havo often beon 
c~· : : · :_ = ... ci es e,:c Gasiv , , ,r s rosl l y in somo peculiar way tho 
c~ir .g of tho C!lristma s s" orJ in the MaBnct. T".1.oro 'rlCro somo 
fin G Christmas muobore in the Gee:, but tAkcn ae a. Gho le tboy nevo r 
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oquP.llod the Magnet Christmas storios, pe rhaps because thoy l Rck od 
th o vulgar, homel y , end e.musing touch th a t onl y Bwiter cou l d pro
vide . 

Of cours e , th e juni or s never w?.nte d Bunter ui th th em, and 
Chnrlee HMlilton ' s ingenuit y must ha vo been sorely tttXed at t imes 
t o find a n@-7 prote.x"t for l ot tin g Bunt or j o in the pa rty. Al th ou gh 
t he r o.:i.son given was alr:aya plnusiblo, it ,-;ras nevertheless a 
plon.snnt change when it ~•as Bwlt er who invi t cd tho oth ers to join 
hi m. &tch was th e en.so in 1930, on t he occasion of the famous 
Cavc>.J'ldale Abba y sor i e s . 

Lord Cave.ndnle wes tho owner of Maha.ro.jah , P. t nrnous .re.cohor se , 
whose entry for th o Thouannd Guineas a t Lantham had upset many 
punte r s who had backe d Black Princ e be f ore Mnjn r ajah ' s form t"1e.s 
k.nor.n. Maharajah we.a safe l y gunrdod , and es n r es u l t attac ks 
v,ore me.do on t he l i f o of Lord Cavn.ndalo , einco t!:ie do~th of t ho 
O'mler would e-.ut omRti c ally ca.ncol hi s en t ry . 

110-ono e ls e but Btmter t"rould hP.vo travelled beneath th o sent 
of a r P.ilwey conpartrnont and s o ha.vo bee n able to prevent th e a 
fir s t et tock on Lord Ca.vMdido 1 a l i f e; no-on o else but Bunte r ... 
woul d haw invited himself t o Cavandn l o Abbey on the str ength of .: 
it; Md no - ono olse but Bunter would th on have asked tho Fomous 
Five t o bo his guests ~t someone el so ' s home . 

I t was a jo l ly a er ies . If t he crim i na l s were not very hard t o 
find ( and how cou l d they be camouf·laged when so few characters 
ricro s tran ge rs t o th o rende r ? ) , t he r e was plenty of excitement and 
t he ske ins of tho myst ery vrnro ao well tangl ed thR.t ev en Ferrera 
Lvcke to ok a lit t le r,hile to find out al l th e enSt1ers . Bunter 
vms a p i g in clover , ar isto cr at ic al ly fo r got tins· tho n~.r:io of tho 
ma.nsorvc.nt nssigno d to him, and o.t tim e s tryin g eve n t he patience 
o f t ho gretefu l host, Lord Cav:mdal o hims e lf . Exaspe r a ting .ns he 
uca to ell around him, Bwitor m1s nonetheless E'. source of n ovor 
endin g jo y t o the ro ade r . Tho Cevcnd n.le Abbey a er i e s , lik e nl l 
tho other Gr oyf r iars Chr ist mns se ries , r,n c noth i ng more nor less 
t hen an account of how Bun tor di sport ed hi msel f ovor th o festi vc 
sea son . We cannot fi nd i t i n our hearts to begrudgo him his well -
earned she r e of th e lim e li gh t at t his tim e of th e yoar . As Bob. 
Cherry so nob l y r emarked , "Do.sh it al l , I' rn gl ad to sec you Btmtcr! 11 

*"* 
CHRISTJ,;/,S NUMBER OF ~'!IE ROARING T'!IE!ITIES 

By Eric Fnyno 
By 1922 , t ho Christ mn.s Double Number t"atB j ust a. nostal gic 
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memory, lik e the 50,000 wor d stories end the familiar b lue cover 
of the earlier Gems. But tho war had been over for four years , 
in 1922, and the Gem was gti:tting back i nto i ta stride again . The 
price had been increased to 2d. only a few weeks before , it now 
boasted 28 pages, and the cover of red, white, and blue always 
seemed peculiarly Br itieh . Best of all, the genuine Marti n 
Clif ford r1as ,, r iting most of the stories and th e barometer seeme d 
set fair . 

Tho Christmas !lumber for 1922 l'las dnted December 23rd , qui to 
a change from thos0 pre - rte.r days when i t ap pee.r ed alt1ays in the 
middl e of trovember. 

The St . Jire ' s st OrJ was entitled
0

"For Fri endsh ip's Sako", 
and i t was tho opening yarn i n tho se r ies v,here Tom Herry v,as ex -
pe ll ed for th eft ,.nd a holiday bo.rr ing--0ut followod . There r1P.s 
sn 0\1 in the quadrangle, but, apart from the wce.ther, e.11 the usual 
tr appings r1c hnd come to expec t in tho Xmns story were ebsont . 
Variety is the opice of li fe end a chengo i s as good A.s a hol i d E1.y, 
but not a Christmas holidey . I ro~ embor r.s a thoughtless boy 
that I r egarded th e th eme es a disr:ial selec t ion fo r Yul e t ide, Md 
r ea.dine it again t oday, \:ob.en commonsense sh ould prevai l in the 
mellcm i ng years, I blush to say that I still feel t he sane r,ey 
about it. 

The story was extremely r;ell -nri . tt cn , rli th its fu l l she.re of 
susp ens e and pathos . It had Tom Merry in the l ea d, and should 
have been doub ly v,elcome to me for that reaso n. Tru e, it ue.a 
very shor t - none of the ge nuine Mc>.rti n I s stories after 1918 r an to 
more than about nin e chapters - but it should hE'.ve run g tho bell . 
Per haps it did ri ng the bell for some, but not for me - fo r th e 
bell did not sound a cerry Christmas Ill al , The small boy regarded 
it as a bogus Xmas Number, and, in 1955, l'lhen I should kn oo bette r , 
I s t ill hav e a grudge against it . 

The full - page Editor ' s Chat was dry as c_bip . The Editor , at 
that per i od, was pa r ticulary sententious . 

Also on the bill was "Foi l ed o.t th e Finish 11 which wae de s
cribed as a 11Wonderful Sto r y of Football a.nd Christrr ,3a Adventure 11 , 

by Ste.nl ey lulatin . I have never re ad it, so csnnot sa.y whe t he r 
it r1as a ru.bstitute for Tom ~erry dealing ,:n, th ghosts s.nd puddi ngs 
in a haunted di ning - r oom. I:uncan St orm contributed s.n instalme n t 
of his serial "Wvl ves of St . Beowulf ' e", and a caption informed us 
that "Wobby &. Co. spend th e ir Christl".'las afloat 11• 

/JJ I never read but one Gem aer i al, I cannot sey whether i t 
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wes as tedious as the illustrations mo.de i t appear . 

To complete t he issue, th e centre pr.gos con t ained the Grand 
Xmas Issue, tho Eliitor • s description, not mine! of "The St . Jim's 
l1ews". It wao A f nir copy of "Tho Greyfrio.rs ' Horeld ", P.S i t 
was in those days in t he llagnet , but I nluays r ogllrded tho ".News" 
ns countorfei t, end stood solidly f or 11 Tom Mer ry ' s Weekly" . 

It is , perhaps, not necessary t o add that 'this was not rr.y 
favourite Christmas Jlu..a=ber of the Gem. I use it simply to demon-
strate hot, a tip-top story by the genuine Harti n Clifford fa il ed 
to register - with ma - becaus e he dared to be diffe r ent at 
Chris t mas time . The guilt is min o - not good old llartin 1 s! 

* • * * * * * * * 
Here ' s one of Bill Jardineo spor t con tr ibut i ons which r.iey 

start aoo o arguments among th a fcotball fens : -

"THE ALL-ST.AR Xl" 

by 
l"/illi am Jardine 

Back in So1..th Africa i n the ca.r ofr oe dv.ye of my boyhood. - the 
Nin e teen - Twe nties - it l'l'as a common practice, among n eroup of us 
youn gsters t o or gMia e various sporting contests among ours elves. 
Natur a lly, in winter, football claimed our mai n in t erest and al 
t hough ours wee a "ru gger " school , '70 t'.'or e all t1o ll-versed in tho 
11dribbling 11 code . Most of us nere also o.vid renders of tho 
11Magnet 11

, 
11Gem", "lfolso n Lee ", otc., and, in 11out-of - school 11 hours, 

in "pick-up 11 gmoa, we t'IOuld don tho mantles of tho "H.:milton 
Brooke" schol r.stic e stablishments , ruid our gnme s t1ould bocomo 
" Gr eyfrifl.l"s ver su s St . Jima" , or "St . Franks ver sus Rookwood" , etc . 
At one tio o ! romocbor we pln.nn od out M. i ml".gin(I.I'y tour of Englt'. nd -
no doubt inspir od by one of th o "travel II aeries - and ;,nd i tinoracy 
was drP...m up, coru :dsting of 3. number o f lJIA.tches in which our orm 
school played, not only the "big - four" , bu t "amnllor fry " in the 
shape of Highcliffc, Bagahott, the Ri vor Hous e , Rylcombo Grt!.l!IIUlI' 
Schoo l , and othors . Wo formed a regult\r sc hool e leven , and the 
opposition - nl though comprising the semo fc l lO'\'":s cnch time -
boo r.me St . Jims or St . Judea or Rook.woo<!, ns th o caao might be ! 
Tho final Irk"'.tch of th o "tour 11 tlas pleycd age.inst an :English 
Junior XI, \·1hich, suppos edly ropr osented the "croam. 11 of a ll tho 
schools mentio n ed in the Cornpr.nion Pa.pore . 

I c tn.not recall th o roeul t of tho 11fin 11.l teat", or of any of 
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tho other r!ll>.tcbos oitho r. Nor cen I recollect the "rca..lco-up11 of 
tho various tee.ms J I don I t think wo t'!Ore too pP.rticuler in t his 
la tt er r espoct ! I do knoo honover tbp.t it proVidcd us trith a 
great deal of hea l thy sporting entertainmen t , and gave our gamos 
M ad ded interest ! 

I could not hel p be i ng reminded of our sch oolbo y "t our" when 
a short t=1hilc p..go I was browsing th r ough sooo 11Goms11 of 1934 Vint ?.go. 
Tbo 11Ea.stwood Cup" t1as then in pr ogr ess, and the l eague tc.blos, and 
match repo r ts, ue r e published each rrnok in "Tom Mer ry' a Yteokly 11 • 

ill tho femili ar names uore there , including J...bboteford, Claremon t, 
Rodc l iffe , otc ., as well aa the "bi g guns". Ple~.sent memor ies wer e 
re-on ncto d in my mind I e oyo. I ete.rted T.JUsing, and •••••• • nn 
i dol'. came f orth! 

urf", I r eflected, "If a ropreeon to.ti ve toR!D: uc ro sGl ccted fr oo 
the s o schools; what r.roul d t ho "lin e-up" be:c lik e? " 

Tho more I pondered, tho inore fascin atin g th o subject seemed 
to bocoroo, end this humble effort then, is en attemp t to sc l ac t , 

41111' what I consider t o bo, the best f ootbtt.11 team that our favourite 
sch ools could field . 

At th e outset I think it will be general l y agreed that t ho 
composi ti on of t he team will have to come sole ly from the "big 
four", namely Gr ey fr ia.rs , St . Jims , Rookwood, and St . Franks . I t 
was only on very rare occa sions tha t t hey tte re defea t ed by any of 
th e "lesser lights" , and it is logical therefo r e to assume tha t 
they posses s t he " starsu! 

First ly then , it will be necessary t o study the "line-ups" of 
th e fou r schools . Here, one runs in to a 11spot of bother"! 2.Ieas rs. 
Hamilton and Brooks were not consist ent i n t he reg-.110.r select i on of 
th ei r jWli or t eeF..s.. Pla yers "rrere "sr1itched 11 from one posi t ion t o 
another with amazing dexterity, a.'td I find it hard to c r edit fo r 
ino t ance that Jil?l!ly Silv er r:ould pl ay hicself a t inside - le f t in 
1925, when i n 1924, we uere ir.fo r med that he excel l ed as a centre
hnlf . Lik e.; i se , Bus t er Boots and De Vfl.l erie appeared to elternnte 
with as t onis hin g r egul arity betr{een the forwar d Md half - back lines! 
Still l ess Cl"n I become r econciled t o the idea th at Johnny Bull is 
now the Remove goP.lke eper, as th e Bunte r Books inform us! 

iiever th eless , in sp ite of our authors ' "licence " in these 
matt ~:-s . i t is possible - wit~ the aid of some research - t o draw 
up .::i _•:rre3entative pictu.re of the four r egu lar Ju nior Xl's. 
Opinions may dif fe r slightly in this r es pect , but aft er an ex
~!!live study, I believe the follO"lli n"' te&>".lS t o be t~.1h.a.1._ 
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ccr..ild be put into the field: 
First l y , Gr ey friars i -

FIELD, 
BULL: TODD: 

CHEF.RY, L:UTLEY: BRCVIN: 
VEfil!O!l-5,i ITH: PENFOLD: \'lliARTON1 OGILBY: HORR.EE SINGH: 

The on l y critic ism I can forecast in t he above team i s th e 
inclusion of Ogilvy . J . Breeze Bentley, in his admirable article , 
"T:le Remove Form At Creyf'riars " states tha t Ogilvy is not in the 
form team. If this is co rr ect , I can only ask , 11?.'ho then t r..ices 
hi s plac e ?" Nuger.t is certain l y not a regular member o f the team, 
and I cannot visual i se Redwing , Newland , Trevor, IJorgc.n, or any 
othe r contender diap l o.cir.g the "dour Scot "! 

Next, St .. Jina :-
?.'YNI!: 

FIGGil1S: KEl!R: 
REDFERN: l!O!lLE: LO.\l'l'i!ER: 

T.\.L:JOT1 LEVISON: HERRY, BLAKE, D' ARCY z 

I don 't t hink there'l l be any quibbles here . Some may prefe r 
Herries end Digby to Redfer n and Levison , but I'm of th e opi ni on 
that th e lr.t t er two ~r o slightly th o b ett or players . 

11cm Roolcr,ood1-
RAWSON: 

DOYLE: T(l;ILE1 
COhllOY: SILVER: LOVELL, 

VAN RYlh l!OR!IINGTOII: ERROLL: DODD, COOK, 

I cannot see any criti c ism here , exc eptin g possib l y Raby for 
Vr.n Ryn . Bu t , if the South Africon is in form I think he ' s tho 
obvious cho ic e. 

Las tly, St . Franks : -
JlA:IDFORTH: 

YORKE: BUF.TOlli 
GREY: BOOTS: DE VALERIE: 

PITT : TRAVERS, !WIILTON1 CHRISTII IE: roLLrlOOD: 

This tenm is bnsod on th e one ,1hich pl .a-.yed Bl"nningt on Town, 
( II. Lee No. 130. 1st . N.S . ) r.nd which ,·;e aro told i s t he "stron gest 
force" . Unfortun.i.toly, Brooks only mentions sovo n plp.yors in bi s 
~oscr iptio~ of the gt-mo; na~ly , HMdforth, Boots, nnd the five 
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forwards . I'm sure that Yorke and Burton cannot be improved upon 
in the full - back positions, and Jack Grey must sure l y be n 11c ert 11

• 

The only "doubt" is De Vale rie, end ~me Leeitea oight prefe r 
Tregellis-West . Montie houever is essentipJ.ly a forward, and I 
"plumb" for De Vel e ri e in tha half - back line. 

Thus , the school toams. How, from the foregoing, her e 1a an 
impartiR.l. r.tte mpt to select tln "All Star XI11

• It must, of course , 
be appreciated thP.t al l se l ecto r s come "under fire 0 on practically 
fil occasions . HOl.v-;;,y times, for instance, have you thought. 
t he English Footbal l sel oc t ors a group of \"teek-minded, brainless 
nincompoops, for consistently refusing to include your f11.vouri t e 
Cent r e F·orwa..'"<i in th e English International toarn? 

Nevertheless, hare gocs :-

Betl":ee n the 11sticks 11 the choi ce r.ru.st be narrowed d0trn to 
Fatty Uynn and Handforth, nhose r ecords - from a carefu l per usal -
are better than th ose of Squiff ' s and Rawson's . Of the two, I 

~ favour Handforth, as being slightly more consist e nt, and less 
likely to over-eat before the match! 

Figgins and Pet er Todd are my choices for th e full - back posi -
tions. The former for his versetili ty end speed., uhile Toddy 
must surely be reckoned t o be superior to Ker r , Toole, or Burton . 

Bob Chorry - the fi nest. sch oo l boy "all rounder" - must bo an 
autome.t ic choice for right - half , whil o Jirmny Silvor 11towe r&11 abo ve 
his rivals f or the 11first 11 position . At l ef t - half ue have a 
strong quartotte chc>.llenging for e place; Lowther , Lovell , Brovm 
and De Valer i e. .Ul ar c good cnon, and it 1 e difficu lt to meko e 
f inal selection . J..fter e great amount of deliberation end perus3ls 
of descriptions of matches - I m~.ko it a 11t os s - up 11 beV.1ecn Love ll 
and Brovm. lrthur Edgard gots my evc ntuel voto chiefly because of 
his fatliliar i ty r.ith 11Unclo Jrunos 11 in tho middle! 

!loo, the forwards . Cm the ri ght - ring it eppears to lie be -
tween '1Smithy" and Reggie Pitt, bu t I think 11Smitby 11 has the "edge " 
on his challenger . However , I oould give the inside - ri ght posi -
tion to St. Franks, in the shape of Vi visn Travers . The two 
11botu1ders" should make o good combin atio n! 

At Centre - Fol"i:o.rd, the choice is e xtr emely difficult . 
eliminate Erroll • then Tom Merry - sorry Tom - then • • •• • • nor. 
who shall it be? Rarey Whart on or ?lippor? JS ter pouring ove r 
11?!elaon Leos 11 and 11Magneta" til l ID3 eyes are nearly pc.pping out of 
my head, I select ••••. • Wharton! In actual fact t he r e 1 s no thing 
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t o choose between them, but I believe tbn.t Whort on - ,vho would 
naturally captain the team - ~'Ould inspire greater cor.fidenco es
pecially- in the ovent of things not uorki.Jlg out according to plan! 
rt might be ar gued t hat both 11mcn11 ~:arrant s place in tho team -
one of th em r:,_oving t o an inside-for;1ard positio n - but qui to 
frEUUCly, and 11brutally 11 t oo , I don 1 t believe there ' s room for both . 
?lipper and i.ffia.rton wouldn ' t ,,hit i t off 11 in the Bf'.me teem . 

Bob Christine is the obvious mr.n .for the inside - left position , 
his only serious rival being Jack Blake but Christine ia fast er , 
and moro likely t o get thnt "enap 11 goal! 

D' /J'Cy and Fulhrood · are th e chief claimants for left-win ger, 
211d Gussy gets my vote as th e greater potential goal sc orer, also 
he is t he raore consistent of the two. 

Eere then , is my "All Ster XI": -
~GO~ i 

RIGHT BACK: 
LEFT BACK: 

RIGiil' HALF: 
CE!ITRE HALF, 
LEFT P.ALF1 

!L'ull)FORTH 
... .Ficcrns 

TODD 

CEERRY 
SILVIll 
LOVELL 

OOTSIDE RIG!Il' 1 ... V.IBNON--sMITH 
INSIDE RIG!Il': TluWl!RS 
CENTRE FORP.ARD, .... ... \'ll!ARTON 
INSIDE LEFT, CHRISTINE 
OUTSIDE LEFT: D' J\llCY 

(St . Franks) 
(st . Jh..,) 
( Greyfriars ) 

( Greyfriars) 
.(Roolcr:ood) 
(RooJmood) 

.( Greyfriars) 
(St . Franks) 
.(Gr eyfriera) (Capt . ) 
(st . Franks) 
( St . Jims) 

J.nd I' 11 lay ten to one, in doughnuts, they ' 11 beat al l comer s! 
• • JI JI •••• •• *************** 

l!AGNm' TITLES (Cont ' d): 1510, Billy Bunter ' s House m, rming; 
1511, The Sta.Y-In strike at Greyfriara ; 1512, The !lo-Surrende r 
School boys; 1513 , Holding the Fort; 1514, The Fighting Form; 
1515, The Prisone r of the Strong hold; 1516, Coker the Kidna pper ; 
1517, The Me.n m. th the Cle.ring :!;res; 1518 , The /111e.nie.s of th e 
Remove; 1519 , Ponso nby Pulls tho Strin gs; 1520, Keeping QUolch QUiet . 

"Urgentl y r oquircd : Magnets 397, 400, 401, 407, 4C9, 437, 461 , 9C6, 
9<J/, l OlI , 1013 , 1025, 1038, 1035 , 1132 , 1134 , 1194 . I also ,;,ish to 
r eplace 100 old copi es betuoen 1000 and 13 00. Lists of ,my availnble 
woleomed. Your price or gonorous oxcha.ngo for anything offorod . 

CKARLES V /JI REllE!I, BOX 50 , UI TlllHAGE, SOUTH AFRICA. 



By Ji,,CK \"IOOD1 JWSTA\71 3281 STOCKTON UIIE . YCRK 

First of all this month, ma:r I tako the oppor tun ity of -r:ishing 
• e.11 cy r eaders a Mer r y Christmas rnd a Happy and Prosperous Nct1 

Yeer . 
Jmd nou, wi t hout further ado, I leave you t o r et.d another fi no 

chp.ra ct er study by n.'l old friend of e. St . Frank ' s junion who r.as 
one of Brooks ' s major chr .ractorisp;tions, f'.nd I feol suro, also ono 
of his opn favourites . 

ST. FR!JIK' S CHa!/,CT!ll !IO. 2 RECI!lt.LD PI TT 

By Bernard Thorne 
Thor o is no doubt th at Tot':F.ly iiatoon of t he tnciont House Re

move mu1 n poor prophet! J.nd so , for thP.t matte r, wes Nipp er . 
riatson had asserted omphatica ll y that a leopard could not chtngo 
his spots 1 and in e. like manner Regina ld Pitt, Serpent of tho Rc
movo, oould novor Chango f:rom the cunning, Sl'!!Oky sor 't of bounde r 
thn t he was . Nipper had egroed ~i th his churn, al though ho r;a s 
shroud enough to soo t hat thero wer e uns ee n facots in Pitt ' s un-
pl oasant natu r o. But he doubted i f th o Serpent would e ver becomo 
a credit to t ho Junio r Schoo l . 

But "Rith t ho psssi ng of tioo (and sevcr P.1 issuos of the Nel son 
Lee Ol d Serie s ) 1:latso n • s and Nipper 1 s predic t ions proved to bo hopo 
lossly out of cour t . In f ac t t he ner, boy 11ho ha.cl cunningly plotted 
the doonfall of Ni pper Md the e:z:plllsion of Montie Tregellis - '.lcs t 
Md Handf orth in Old Scrios 170-17 7 r,ho ga.~blod 1 Bl!X)ked and bro ke 
-~~ de , boCE\IIIO ono of St . F:-r.nk' s most pcpul~.r juniors . -----
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Reginald Pitt arrived nt St . Frank's on September 7th, 1918 

and wns placed in the Colloge House m. th Bob Christine p.nd Co. -
St . 1-T'Ank I a having only two houses 1n th oao dnys . Rather elim of 
build with dark hn.ir that curled freely on hie forehead ; he had 
da.rk doop - set eyes end s. St1artby complexion. His cun ning nnd 
cruel nature , coupled "ITT.th his liking for glr.lbling and cigarette 
smoking, soon ca.med him the soubrique t of th o Sorpent . 

It proved to be an .'.l.ppropri a to title. 1Ji thin a fot': c:leys 
of bis a rrival ho proceaded to make bets on the f orth -c oming inter 
hou s e boat race . Ho open l y bragged tha t th e Collage House eigh t 
woul d beat Nipper and Co., nnd th en engineered their victory by n 
p art icularly despicable trick . Unfortunately for the Serpent, a 
{..hence rer.:1nrk of Handf or th' s made Nip per suspicious , Pnd the popu -
lar Remove CF.ptain r,-as able to revecl tl:e sc heme . The race 'r!as 
held r.gain t the Sar_pent lost his money , r ec e ived s thrashing f rom 
Nipper, and uas thrown neck nnd crop out of the College i!ouse by 
Bob Christine & Co. 

The f a ilure of his plnn.s, fnr from tee..ching Pi:tt n lesson, ~ 
only m."\de him more vi:.diotive . He obtained the Bend ' s sanction 
to boa rd in t he Ancient House , n1d proceeded t o further his ven -
detta r.geinst Nipper and Co. ui th such cunning thAt he almost 
succeeded in ge tti ng Montie Tregellis..r.est Md Handforth expelled. 
It v."Oul d have gone badly wi th hi m - in fact be \""IOUld have earne d 
hio own expulsion - had he not eho"°m courage of a very high degree 
in saving Tommy Wats on from death in a fire a t a houee in Benning t on . 
Neverth eless , there was no doubt that hi s heroic ac t had bee n the 
outcome of hie OM'i mean, despicable trick. For he had inveigled 
Watson int o visit ing the house - a questionable , gamblin g den -
with the sole int ention of exposin g him t o the school eutbo rities . 
Before he c ould complet e !lis plans a serious fire had broken out 
in the building and Tomny Watson had been trapped. 

It was th en th at eorae quirk in Pitt ' s vindictive natur e had 
ass erted its elf and he ha d saved Tommy' a life, a.l though suffering 
serious bums himself . \7ateon ' s gratitude ,;as ter.:ipered by the 
knowledge that, but for Pitt, neither would have been i nV"C>lved in 
t he episode.In Nipper 1s words : " He held the opinion, aa he had 
plainly stated, that th e Serpent would break out in the oaJ>O ,r e.y. 
Personally, I was very much afraid that Wata on was right . " 

But t he Remove, genera lly, ue re inclined to l et bygone3 be 
bygones, and give Pitt t he benefit of the doubt. &ny of th e boys 
were i~orant of the reason for flateon and Pitt ' s presence at the 
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Bazmin gto n house ; they only kn01'7 that the Serpen t had shown grea t 
courage in his actions . And so , when he ,;:as r eleE1.sed from the 
school sani t o riWll, he uas able to r eturn to th e Ancient House ond 
Study E with th e PP.st behind him. 

"The l!oy mm Bermondsey" (Old Series Ko. 178) s aw the arrival 
of Jack Meson nt St. Fr&1k r s; and the sl<m cbe.nge in the Serpen t t s 
charac t er begen . The tr.o boys boce.roo friends r11d thanks to Pit t , 
the Cockney boy r.as finally e steblisbed in Stu dy E as Jack Gr ey , the 
son of Sir Crawford Grey, Bart. But much was t o occur before this : 
r.hen Jeck Gr ey ' s troub l es rter e at t~eir zenith, he was imprison od 
.?.boa.rd a t r amp st eamer by his rascs JJy uncl e , Simon Grell. In 
coll i sion ..i th e schooner off Caiatowe, the s tep.mer had f oundere d 
and word hnd reached Nel son Lee, Nipper E'Jld Pi t t that Jack Grey was 
e .. 11ong th ose l os t . Such a cb:,..nge be d oc curr ed. in t he Serpent ' s 
c hri.ract e r th a t be coll epse d rrhen t he ne\7S ~es recei vod . 

" ' It ' s hor r ible , sir - horrible !" choked Pitt . 
He sank in ~ ch air, and the nerl moment he vies sobbing <".B 

WV though h i s heert r.ould breRk: , hi s f.o~ce buried in the cushions 
of tho chai r . 

We stood looking at him in dull astonishment, momentari l y 
forgetting th o tr ege dy. Coul d this possibly be Reggie Pitt -
the fell 0t'1 uho M.d bee n k.norm es the Serpe nt? I bad nove r 
thought it possible that he cou l d be so a ffecte d. I had neve r 
dreamed tha t be cared eo much for Jack Mason - the boy he ha d 
tr ied hi s be st t o injure during his first fer : weeks at st . 
Frank's . • 

Thus Nipper in Ol d Series llo. 185. Jack Grey , of course, wae 
not drorm e d. He return ed Inter none th e \Vorse for his adventure . 
But the friendship of the two boys ua e firm l y c ement ed , and con
tinued unbr oken f e r the duration of the St . Frar.lc • e t a les . 

And eo Reggie Pitt co ntinued to ri se in the estimation of hie 
f ellor,s . He soon took bis place as e r egular member of the junior 
c r ick et eleven, and lat er , in the five te s t matches played bet1:1een 
t he St . Frank ' s f ir st eleven and Young Austral i a. he l18S selected . 
Alt!Jougb eclipse d by the perf ormances of the Handf ortb br ot her s and 
W"1ter Church he geve a display t het e stablished him ns a batsm en. 

But it ues ee a soccer play er that Pitt ep..rned gr ea t est fame . 
He ur.a, r,i t hout doubt , the finest r.inge r in the school ' a history t 

r-11d at outside r igh t \-;as s lrre.ys the ster PlR.Yer in the Junio r 
Eleven . l'.is skill ue.s such tb e t , in Old Seri os 328-3 35, be rms 
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choaen to pla,y for tho profeaeionP.l Bannington club .. 

In 1925 the school was re organized , and to a large extent, re -
built . The Ancient and College Housee were extended to include 
mo new houses - We st and East . The Remove wore quartered in the 
Ancie nt and West houses, and the Fourth in the East and l!odern 
houses . \?i th Nipper rotaining his position as Junior Captain and 
skipper of tbo Ancient House, Reggie Pitt t1as a certainty for the 
West House captaincy . Under his leadership, th e West House 
achieved a prominence neve r held by the old College Hous e, and 
Reggie ' a "merry mcn° t":ere rarely fv.r behind Nipper and Co. in 
Junior Schoo l sports and general rivalry . 

A l ong time was to pass be fore Regl;io Pitt see.in featured 
prominently in th e !rel son Laa Librnry. Then came th e Christma s 
of 1928 when , in ~lew Series 138- 140, he bccp;ne the owner of a 
gor.'...inz c :~stle cor.1plete uith drnw bridge, moat and keep . I t ue.s 
l'11 on thusir.stic school-boy t'fho stood at th e top of th e hill outside 
Mar ket Donning and pointed to r,here the ancient grey turrcnts f'.nd 
battlements of Rp,i thmcre Ct\stl o rose above the sombre clumps of 
yer.s ;,11d f irs . 

"Mount your trusty st eeds , my hencm:len, for ue nor. descend 
upon the moated castle!" he said . "Let us trust that th e dxot'l-
br i.dgc is doun, and that \70 do not fall into the moot gndzooks ! 
<Al, serfs - on ! " 

I t r:as a grand aeries , repl et e with snow, ghosts and Ezra 
Q'..iirke ! - in our opin i on one of Brook ' s best . 

The follotri.n g year began th e School Ship series, and following 
almost immediately, t he Schoo l Train s e ri es . In these the i r -
r epre ssibl e Handforth hold t he centro of th o ste.ge. 1'1bcn tho boys 
finally s ettled dc,,1n to a norrnl".l life at sch oo l, Edey Searles 
Broo k s comenced to introduce n host o f astoundin g end unreal 
characters who packed st . Fronk' s to suff ocatio n point. Stanley 
'fiald o , Claude Gero - Pearce, K.K. Pa.rkington , Deeks , Goffi...,, Bonner, 
Wee Johnson ~7.u-d ( Georgie U'ood?) , Skeete Bell ton, King Victo r 
Orlando, r.ere but a fou . In addition, e.lmos t a compl e t e staff of 
nc\'7 mastors r,ho wero mad, eccentric, and generally impossible! 

\{"hether this innovation was a belated attempt to re-kindle 
dying fir es and awaken interest in th e li'elaon Leo ' s disillusio ned 
readers is a mat t er for con jec ture. But we, who had knor.n t he 
p ape r in carlior and better de.ys, ;1ere not impressed . Reggie 
Pitt, Bo.b Christine , Fullwood, J ohn Bust orfi o l d Boote, had now 
become mere echoes of n once popular mel ody . Right to th e end 
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Reggie Pitt held his position as outsi de r ight in the Junio r Eleven 
and stil l mad.e hi s famous runs on the win g. But his efforts re.r e l y 
ended in the net. Unti l the final tale be was made to feed pa.sees 
t o a nC\7 bunch of star pl ayer s - Corcoran , Tich Harborough, and K. K. 
Parkington . Reggie Pitt was dead, but he \7as not perrni t ted to li e 
dom\. 

There is littl e ooro to be said . The Nelson Lee Librar y 
st aggered on to th e brink of the prec ipice and, -r;i tbout a bach'1ard 
glenc e , plunge d t o its doom. .And r.itb it pass ed one of st. Frenk's 
finest scho olboy ch!\rnct er s - Reginald Pitt , ex-Ser pent of the 
Reoovc! 

*************************** ************************** ******•******* 
THE COLLECTORS' DI GEST ANliUAL, 1955 

PRICE 11/ 6 

GCllGEOOS Fl.RE. El:OUGH FCll A BUNTER APPEl'ITE 

******* THE l'liL'.RTO!lS OF \'!I hlFORD BRIDGil!G THE Gi,P 
Ti!E RlliARKABLE SERI:.LS Iii THE OLD TI1!E COMICS 

f/HITE COVER DAYS THE JJ:JI IBO!! BJ.l<ER STREET 
S. \1ALKEY, XI!iG OF ADV=URE STORY \"!RITERS 

STREETS OF f~MORIES I WST HJ,VE BEEII TOUGH 
SPOl'LIG!fi' Oil RED CIRCLE SCHOOL 

!. R.\J.!BLS RCIJND GREYFRI/JlS 100 YE/JlS OF BOYS' PERIODICI.LS 
RESTORI!IG OR.Dl!ll AT ROOKl,'OOD 

THOSE BLUE /.ND \'/HITE li,;GNETS 
THE NELSON LEE STORY COLLECTORS \7110' S lll!O 

1~ Old Boys• .Book Col l ectors P.oroo nt Christmas t:ithout the C. D. 
Annual is lik e a homo rlithou t a Christmes CE'..rd. 

There I s not r.1any copie s tu1spoken for . Have you ordered ~ 
yet? You1l l have a hungry f ea li ng on Chris tmas Morn if you ha.v1 n 1 t . 

***** 
I.LL TYPES OLD BOYS BOOKS 

1870 - 1940 .;V.;JLJ.BLZ / ,!ilNTED 

Si.T!SFJ.CTION GUJ.P.\NTEED 
s.:,.E. ENQUIRIES , PLEi.SE 

T. L.~llllERT, 347 GERTRUDE RO:,D, !10R\7ICH 
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OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LONDON BRANCH MEEJ'Il1G1 !IOVtlml!ll 25th 

Cherry Plaoo becamo t he Pr!ory on th e occasion of th e November 
mooting as Troasure r Bob bed drawn a map of Rookwood and dist r ict 
which ..-as t o be t he sub j ect of a fino talk by Roger Jenkina . Thia 
proved to be a real winnor oe e. good gene ral diaoussion on tho 
merits of Rookwood and tho chnrao t ors n soociated with th ie Hampshire 
echool. Cloeely allied wit h this talk'"'" n fino quiz from Percy 
!forth of the Rookwood cou..~try . Thie proved r at her difficult and 
no r esult ce.n be given r.t tho mornont as no pepor o we:::-e finishe d. 
J.notb er quiz from Don \'le bater t'IBS l70 n by Bob 1i7hi ter and Ce.used 
qui t e n l ot of £UJ1Uaement owi ng t o tho wrong an,m7ers bei ng give n by 
the composer . Laurie sutton , n new member gnve a till on how he 
started bis collection and Roger Jenk i ns read n very ~sing chaP-
ter from a 1'~'\gllot 11• Roger report ed good borrowi ng fro m the 
Hamilton e ec ti on of tho librar y and announced that tho Docembor 1 
mootin g wi ll be at V.ood Cr oan on t ho 18t h day of the month . Don 
'"lebeter 611d Fr nnk Unwin hope to .ittond this meoting. At t he c on-
clusio n of th e meeti ng t hoae who r emained hoard a good sel ection of 
Bob :-.nd Eiloon ' s rec o rds on tho rA.dio-gram . And so now tor the 
Chri sto:ao meeting once ng,u.n. 

UNCEL BE:iJ /J.!IN. ---1:0!".'l!O !ll SECTIO!T 1=IIIG 1 llCViliBER 12t h , 1955 
Tho ,-9 \7f, B " grat ifying att endanco , th o bo ot for aomo time . 

It included anothe r ne11 momber, l.!r. J. il . Wil so n of Ilkloy, Les l i e 
Holl , ,.n old ono but who wno atten ding his fir s t meet in g , and Cliff 
Beardaol l onc e again . 

Foll=ing business we settl ed do.m to liston t o Breeze Bentley 
gi vo bis annual tolk . This t i.m ho dealt fli th tho st ormy incredi-
blo (in th e han d s of anyone olse but Frank Richards) caroo r of 
Vornon-Slni th , from tho da,y he was niok-nn.med th o ' Bounder t up t o 
the famous st oey ' Bob Cherry• a Barring-Out • N·bioh qa.s a colloc tors' 
it<KD forty yoars al§' . SUppor tini; hio talk Broeze r ead J.remstic 
extrai:ts from the sto ri oo. A bi g offo rt for Br eeze , t akin g hil!> 
r i ght up t o clo sing tim e . On Dccombor loth tho Christmas Part y . 
Ther o ' 11 bo t he real Christmas a tmosphore . 

HERllEllT LECK.DfBY, north orn Sect ion Co?'rcspond on t . 
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l!IDLtJID SECTION IIEETIIIG - OCTOBlll 31st, Tom Porter gavo us some 
int croating dot ail a of e r ecant viei t to th e London Club, and lTO 
than had n read i ng by Mre. Corbot t trom a 11B0liday J.nnual " des
cribing a typical "Breaking-up " day at Groyfriar s. Nei t Trenou.ror 
Norman road us aomo interesting oxtracte from a lengthy cor respon 
dence llhioh oppearad recontl7 in th e "Dail)' Telegraph". '!'his ttaa 
M interesting coamentnry on 1formnn's rec ent talk e.s it dealt with 
the topic of ndventuro etoriea . 

furing and af t er ro fr oshrnonte wo tacklod a novol and teaei.ng 
quiz coJDpiled by Jlr . Brester . l?o had to supp l y the aurn,.mo s to a 
number of initinl.a q,uoted. Dr. Locke's initi,..ls wore given ae 
11a. H. L. 11 f"hen bia sister took. tho Remove for n short epoll 1n 

'Red Jia&not0 days she callod hi.I:I nlrthur" . Of course qui to a numbor 
of discrepancies 11.ko this occurred dur i ng tho very long cn.roor of 
the good old "Magnet 11

• 

IIERSEYSire srol'IOJI IIEEl'I!iG - HOVn!BER 13th: Though sti ll n thout 
eoae of the regular members, a most intero eting evening ttas s:pont 
by tho se present. The preliminary busineee having been dispensed 
with , i t was ropo r tod that the Bootle Council bad agreed t o our 
proposed E:a:hibi tion , o.nd it only nor, recai ne t o fll th o date . Olo 
of our j unior .., mbera , George Riley , then pre sented his first ~z 
and what a 11enorter" it waa. Nobody lr..nef.' tthich Form liaater at 
Gro;yfria.rs dabbled in photogrophy nor th e name of Jer r y Dodd' • 
pony. However, Norman Pre.gnell beat Pet er Webst er by a si ngle 
mark for first pl oco . 

J!ut month ie our Christmas lleeting (&mda;r , Deoomber 11th , 7 p.m. proap t ) l'11len all members r.re asked t o submit a bwoorous 
poem and prizes rlll be mP.rded t o the beet entrieo . Wo hope t o 
he.ve a tull house for this foati ve occasion whon we usuall y rp ond 
a hRPPY time at \7aterloo Houeo. 'rle , on M.oreeysido, extend son
eons greotings to Rll ot her O.B. B. Cl ubs, 11i:lerbert 1 & Co. ree.dora . 

D.B. \'." • .................................................................... 
LETTER BO X 

THE H!OUD RECORD OF FR.\l!K RICIIARDS 
Dee.r Herbert Lookonby, 

Many thMks fo r tho C. D. TbD lottor tree: our frie nd at 
Basingstoke is extre mol7 int or os ting. I had not hoard of t ho 
brondCP.st he mentions, and it ie quite curious that it should havo 
been givon by a 11Richards 11

• It is pl oesM t to l oam that the 
bro adca s t er roforrod t o tho "high morel ton o11

: T'lhioh I nat t er nr:f-
sclf '788 ::,obiovod \Vi thout oorrnonizing . Tha oldor I grott - and I 
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e.m growing quito old non! - tho moro pl oa.sod I am to rcnomber that, 
in all m:J sixty million words, I novor rrrote ono that any boy or 
gir l might not ro ad aloud t o Aunt fuphomia . 

Roger Jenkins' article i:rae a r eel ploasuro t o road. I like old 
Bobson so much myaolf! Of course Roger is quite right about th o-
11myater y0 not being tho major point of interest in a. story. A story 
doponding wholly on the "myatory" can hardly bo read moro then once : 
while in my opinion at leas t a stor,y thnt is "10rth reading at all is 
wrth ro - road i ng many tirooe. It ah ra;ys makos me grin when I road 
in a commentator that Horace packs a 11surpris e 11 at tho end of nn C,de. 
A ••aurprieo 11 can surprise only · once : Md then is dead and done with. 
Unless there be something else, and something better, who would :reo.d. 
anything a second t ime! 

Thenks to Eric ~-ne f or his very aha.ming reviev , of "Backing 
up Billy Bunter" . ..Ind to Jack Wood for the same. And I like, to o , 
Bo.sil ti.dsms' article on that "Ravenspur" eor i os, though I have often 
wiehed that I had newr written it. But I was specially aske d to 
do e. "thriller" series , and like poor old Mealy I never could say No. 

17ith kindest r egards , :J...-ays yours sincerely, 
FR/.NK RI Cl!ARDS. 

BEil iVliITER REPLIES TO G. A. 
Dear .Ellitor, 

I re ad G. I.... 1 s revi8"' of Billy Bunter ' s Qm uith interest. 
V:hilst I recognise thnt no one cen objec t t o honest criticism, 
should like to sq I do not n.gree vii th him in his comnents on tho 
size this ye,...r. I think the fa.ire st r1o;y ia to compare it rli th a 
pre-<1ar Holidey Annual . B.B . 's O;m is about half the size, nnd prioed 
about 25<(\, more , but on the o t he r hond coot of prod uc tion hne more 
than dou l ed . SO on th e ,ahole I think its a f a ir deal. In any 
event its quality that matters ond I am eure all uill agr ee "" haw 
got th.,t once B8"1n in B.B. 's O.m. 

BEN \lll ITER. 

GREAT COLLECTION BRElll(I!iG UP! 

Lack of Spnce Causes Hard Pruning. 
Several complete series of 1.MA8J').ot e 1 nnd n. f ew odd copi e s lefttooleer. 
' Union Jack ' rune of Sox.ton Blake vs. Kestrel, Zenith i1eJ.do i:1.nd 
oth er f nvour i te charaete re f large selection of tho oid pink covers. 
Great VB.riety of coloured covers . 

~:~~~• ~~~n: ~~r~n•;~fit;;;:• G:~~ ~idc~;~t;s J::::li~t ~im"lf s 0
: the 

tb.eee are roal collectors' items . 
WANTED TO COMPLETE RUN! The ol d green ' Penny Popular' 1 l!oo1 4, 5, 9, 
39, 51, 69, 225, 231, 241, 242, 243, 244, 246, 248, 249, 25I, 252, 
253, 254, 256, 257, 2Z9i_ 262L~4 . 267 L.26 Bi __ 21~_,.. 2711 272, 273L 
2741 2751 277, 280. IW!l!Y H~ 1 YULDW F/u<l.o, H;;i\'l'H~_ELD, SUSSJ:.\, 

YORK DUPLICATING SERVICES, 7, The Shambles, York. Tel 1 25148 
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